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ed·u·ca·tion
ˌejəˈkāSH(ə)n/

noun

1. the process of receiving or giving 
systematic instruction, especially at 
school or university.
“a new system of public education”
synonyms: teaching, schooling, tuition, 
tutoring, instruction, coaching, training, 
tutelage, guidance.

2. an enlightening experience.
“a day with those kids was an education 
in patience and forbearance”

Simona & 
George Papadopoulos

Simona
Mangiante
Papadopoulos

VIP GUESTS



Fond ly Remember ing

Dr. J im Cowan

Innagura l Induc tee (2007 )

Oc t 8 , 1931 - Mar 2 , 2019

Ven tura Coun ty Super in tenden t o f S choo l s
1969 - 1993

“ J i m w a s a t r u e c h a m p i o n f o r a l l s t u d e n t s a n d e d u c a t i o n i n 
g e n e r a l , a n d d u r i n g h i s t e n u r e b u i l t a w o n d e r f u l l e g a c y f o r u s 

a l l w h i c h c o n t i n u e s t o t h i s d a y. ”

S t a n M a n t o o t h
Ve n t u r a C o u n t y S u p e r i n t e n d a n t o f S c h o o l s 2 0 0 8 ~



DOWN BY THE WATER
WALK TO THE HARBOR FROM THESE TWO HOTELS
It’s a 10-minute walk to Ventura Harbor Village from Holiday Inn 
Express Ventura Harbor  (holidayinnexpress.com/venturaca ). 
Guest rooms offer the comfort of home — flat-screen TV, 
microwave/fridge, and free Wi-Fi. Start with breakfast on the 
outdoor patio before strolling over to the harbor for a day on 
the water. 

Next door, Four Points by Sheraton Ventura Harbor Resort
(fourpointsventuraharborresort.com ) is also a quick stroll from 
the harbor, and most rooms have balconies with water views. We 
know how strenuous it can be to kayak and paddleboard the 
harbor — relax by the hotel’s pool or soak those tired muscles 
in the hot tub. Here on a Sunday? Don’t miss the indulgent 
champagne brunch at Alexander’s Restaurant. Cheers to an 
unforgettable harbor stay! 



Nancy Bowman
When Nancy Munguia Bowman first started teaching 
biology at Westlake High School she felt the students 
needed more. So she created a highly selective, 
intensive Advanced Anatomy class, where students 
actually worked on cadavers—one of the only such 
programs in the U.S. 

According to former Westlake High School Principal 
Ronald A. Lipari, “I have found Nancy to be one of the 
top three educators whom I have encountered in my 40 
years as an educator.” 

By leveraging a relationship with Loma Linda University, 
Bowman was able to secure the human cadavers by 
creating fundraising projects that benefit the university 
and the community. 

Husband Gary Bowman, who taught in the Oxnard Union 
High School District, noted in his wife’s Ventura County 
Educators’ Hall of Fame recommendation that even 
though she has retired from teaching full time, she is still 
teaching an Advanced Anatomy class.

U.S. Ski & Snowboard Physician Matthew Zapf, M.D., MSc., said his experience with Nancy Bowman’s class 
was life-changing. “Nancy Bowman is one of the most influential forces in my life. If you met her you would 
know that the word ‘force’ is a perfect descriptor. Being selected for her Advanced Anatomy class my 
senior year of high school (class of 2000) solidified my life path,” he said. “I completed 10 years of medical 
education and surgical training, yet no experience stands out more prominently than those hours I spent 
under her instruction and guidance. There is no other course in this country—to my knowledge—which 
empowers students to dissect, as done in medical training, as a high school student.” 

Former Westlake counselor Martha Aggazzotti said the Advanced Anatomy class taught students more 
than just the science of the subject. “Nancy creates a positive culture and environment in class, not only 
teaching dissection, but also exposing students to the ethical and moral issues surrounding medicine,” 
Aggazzotti said. 

Author Echo Heron has been visiting Bowman’s class since 1997 as a guest lecturer. “I have been in the 
classroom when past students come back to visit Nancy, their admiration and appreciation obvious. Many 
of her students go on to become surgeons of every stripe, nurses, dentists, etc. I have never met another 
teacher who cares so passionately about the profession of teaching, nor one who cares so deeply about 
her students, both past and present.” 

Among her awards and community involvement are: Amgen Award for Teacher Excellence (1993); 
Resolution of the Board of Supervisors of Ventura County (1993); UCSD Outstanding Teacher Recognition 
Program, High School Teacher of the Year (1998); UCSD Outstanding Teacher recognition Program, Award 
of Excellence (2000); Conejo Valley Unified School District, California Teacher of the Year Nominee (2002); 
Conejo Valley Rotary Club, High School Teacher of the Year (2003); The Conejo/Las Virgenes Future 
Foundation Award Finalist (2007); California Legislature Assembly recognition (2007); State of California 
Senate recognition (2007); County of Los Angeles Congratulations (2007); Organized and supervised 
fundraisers to donate $4,000 a year to benefit the Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital with special 
emphasis on the Cardiac Intensive Care Unit (2003-present); Nurse Appreciation Day at Los Robles Regional 
Medical Center, provide nutritional treats to nurses to show appreciation for their work (ongoing); Grossman 
Burn Foundation, contribute up to $500 each year to benefit underage burn survivors (2014-present); 
contributed $2,500 that was distributed among five charities (2016-17); attend outreach events to promote 
Donate Life California (2008-2011). Certificated Donate life Ambassador (2009).  
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Mary E. Samples
While most good educators leave their mark on the hearts 
and minds of the students they teach, Mary Samples of 
Camarillo is leaving more. The new Triton Academy, 
Ventura County’s educational center for students with 
autism, will be housed in the newly constructed Mary E. 
Samples Education Services Center.

According to Ventura County Office of Education 
Superintendent Stanley Mantooth, “Mary was a tireless 
advocate for all students, especially our most vulnerable. 
I can think of no one more deserving of the honor of 
having a Special Education building named for her, or for 
the honor of being named to the Ventura County 
Educators’ Hall of Fame.”

Mary began her career in Ventura County teaching at the 
Hueneme Elementary School District, where she taught all 
grades from kindergarten through eighth grade before 
moving to administrative duties. “Her skill and dedication 
were quickly recognized and she advanced from teacher 
to assistant principal, principal, special education director 
and associate superintendent,” Mantooth said.

In 2004, Samples moved to the VCOE where she headed up the Ventura County SELPA (Special Education 
Local Plan Area), the agency that administers special education programs for public school students 
throughout Ventura County.

“From 2004 until her retirement in 2018, Mary led the Ventura County SELPA with compassion and dedication,” 
Mantooth said. If anyone had a question about special education in Ventura County, they could go to Mary 
for an answer. Mary willingly talked to parents, school officials and state legislators alike, explaining the many 
intricacies of special education programs, and offering help and support. The Ventura County SELPA is the 
third largest multi-district SELPA in the state, serving 18,000 students with disabilities in the 19 districts in Ventura 
County.

“Throughout her tenure, she shared her knowledge with her colleagues as an active participant on the State 
SELPA Administrators Committee, and her expertise led her to address the State legislature on many issues 
affecting services for special education students,” Mantooth said.

“Mary was competent in so many ways, but at the core, she was always about the kids,” said Mantooth, 
explaining why the decision was made to name the new dedicated special education facility after Samples. 

The new building in Camarillo that will house educational programs for Ventura County students with special 
needs will be called the Mary E. Samples Education Services Center. This 29,944-square-foot, two story 
building built adjacent to the VCOE offices will become the new home of Triton Academy, which serves 
students with autism in third through 12th grades. The building is expected to open sometime during the 2019- 
2020 school year.

Among the awards Samples has received are: California Teacher Instructional Improvement Program (CTTIP) 
grant recipient (1974); California Outstanding Young Educator (1985-86); Hueneme School District Mentor 
Teacher (1985-87); Guest Speaker, National Geographic Society, Washington, D.C. (1988); 1990, Guest 
Speaker, IBM National Convention, Atlanta, Georgia (1990); Williams School PTA Honorary Service Award 
(1993); Autism Society’s Awesome in Autism (2009); Association of California School Administrators (ACSA) 
Special Education Administrator of the Year, Region 13 (2013).



Cesar Castillo

(805) 758-7257 Cesar71.php@gmail.com

1900 Lindbergh Drive, Oxnard, CA 93033

Life Insurance - Retirement Planning

T

www.phpagency.comW

E

PHP Agency Inc. is a national financial services marketing company 
with a compelling two-part vision: change the culture and diversity 

of the insurance industry and build the world’s largest financial 
services marketing company in history.

Branch Manager
Lic. #0M7115

“Helping you and your family write your own future!”
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John Walker
While never an educator by profession, John Walker 
nonetheless devoted untold hours and boundless 
energy supporting local schools. From his 29-year term 
as a board member of the Ventura Unified School 
District, to volunteering in the community, John still held 
down a full-time job with Verizon for 34 years. 

According to Velma Lomax, a fellow school board 
member and colleague, John Walker was dedicated to 
the community, especially when it came to education.

“When I think about the Educators’ Hall of Fame, John 
Walker immediately comes to mind,” Lomax said. “Since 
becoming a parent, John has dedicated his life to public 
education. He served on many committees at the 
schools of his daughters, and he served on several PTA 
boards.” Walker also worked at the Ojai Unified School 
District for 12 years as a risk manager and human 
resources director before retiring in 2014. 

According to former VUSD Superintendent Joe Spirito, 
“John served with a sense of integrity. He voted what 

was best for the student, even when the decision was 
hard or unpopular for students. John was a frontiersman and took the path least traveled so long as it was 
best for students. His leadership style made a difference.”

“He has earned our highest honor, the WHO Award on multiple occasions,” Nelson said. “He has earned 
these honors because he has always treated us fairly, even when it was difficult or it went against the rest of 
the school board. We could always count on Mr. Walker to be fair and to listen to all sides of an argument. 
This can be rare.”

 Members of the staff of the Ventura Adult and Continuing Education program said their experience with 
Walker was positive. “John is exceptional working with people. He communicates a high level of caring for 
students and staff by being supportive of innovative ideas and programs that promote diversity and specific 
training opportunities that benefit both the individual and the community as a whole,” according to a letter 
signed by Denise McMillan Transtad, Barry Transtad and Carolyn Vang-Walker.
Velma Lomax said, “I served with John for 25 years. He was a true mentor, confidante and friend. His 
integrity is above reproach and he is the most deserving person I know to be inducted into the Ventura 
County Educators’ Hall of Fame.”

Among the awards Walker has received over his professional career are:
Ventura County Office of Education, Meritorious Public Service Award for School Board Members, (1993, 
1997, 2001, 2005, 2009, 2013, 2017); Outstanding Citizen Award, GTE (1974); 1966, Freedoms Foundation 
Award, presented by the Marine Corps for submitting a winning essay, “Preserving Freedom Safeguards 
America;” California School Boards Association, resolution commending 28 years of services commending 
his exemplary record of accomplishments in the field of education and stating that John Walkers has 
championed education (2018); The Board of Supervisors of Ventura County, recognizing John B. Walker for 
29 years of service to the Ventura Unified School board and the community and county of Ventura (2018); 
California Legislature Assembly recognition, Monica Limon, for John Walker’s untiring commitment to public 
education (2018); California Interscholastic Federation in recognition of outstanding service to California 
High School Student athletes (2018); Ventura Unified Education Association and Ventura Education Support 
Professionals association recognition of tireless services, thanking John Walker for his hard work, honesty 
and integrity, (1989-2018); City of San Buenaventura, Certificate of Recognition for 29 years of services to 
the community and Ventura Unified School District (2018).



Teacher o f t he Year

Nomina te Someone

Jan-Erik Sand teaches 6th Grade ELA & History/Social Studies and 
7th & 8th Grade CTE Engineering at Isbell Middle School of Santa Paula 

Jan-Erik Sand
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HERZOG Wine Cellars proudly supports the Ventura County Educators’ Hall of Fame.



Class of 2014-15
Dr. Bruce Colel l
Anna Merriman
Patricia Craig
Jeanne Davis
Ceci l ia Coe

Raelene Manzer

Class of 2013
Bil l Seaver

Christopher Bark
Fran Berman

Judy Crenshaw
Madeline Miedema

Class of 2012
Barbara Col l ins
Dennis Gi l lette
Sharon Harada

Joe Perata
Edward Phi l l ips

Juanita Sanchez-Valdez
Manuel Valdez

Class of 2011
Tom Ragan

Dr. Stephen Lefevre
Keith Barker

Chuck Andrews
Larry Jones

Class of 2010
John Devine

Jim Lane
Andy McEuen

Lesl ie Meredith, Jr.
Charles Mozley

In honor of our unforgettable members of the
Ventura County Educators' Hall of Fame 

Class of 2016
Gordon Woods

Jeannette Jennett
Gerald K. Swanson

Susan Andrews
Betsy Potts

Class of 2017
Jerry Mil ler

Richard Bel lman
Roland Glover

Class of 2018
Deloris Carn
Wanda Dziuk
Craig Myers



Class of 2008
Ken Benefield
Jeanne Adams

Richard B. Haydock
Dale Ackerman

Christine Brown
John Van Zant
Patrick Rooney
Wil l iam Lawson

Class of 2007
Marilyn Bjork
James Cowan
Javier Gomez

Lynnel l Hankins
Elmont Michaelson

Jack O’Connel l
Thomas O’Neil l
Wilma Turchik

Barbara Wagner
Rose Wisuri

Congratulations
2019 Hall of Fame Inductees

Protecting 

Retirement 

Benefits

Of

All Educators

For Over 

90 YearsVentura County Division 28
Visit us at http://div28.calrta.org

Join a growing number of retired Ventura County educators to protect

pensions and support education.



A Tribute to James Cowan

A 38 Year Career in Public Education

A product of Ventura Schools

Teacher, Coach ,Counselor at Ventura High

Dean of Boys and Buena

County Director of Secondary Education

Assist. Sup. Of Ventura County Schools

Elected Superintendent of Ventura County Schools

President CA Assoc. of County Superintendents

Earned Education Doctorate from USC

Served 24 years as Ventura Co. Superintendent

With his vision, he brought to Ventura County:
Career Technical Education (ROP)

National Leadership Training Center for Gifted and Talented Education

Federally funded Teacher Resource Center

Student Competitions: Academic Decathlon, Mock Trial 

Special Education Schools: Penfield, Gateway, Dwire, Triggs, Phoenix.

VCOE Offices at Camarillo Airport

“Through his work, Dr. Cowan expanded ed-

ucational opportunities for generationss of 

Ventura County students.  His impacts and 

contributions live on to this day and will not 

soon be forgotten.” David Schemer 

Three Superintendents: Jim Cowan, Charles Weis 

and Stan Mantooth.

It was really Jim who got the ball rolling and 

his vision was just so spot on that we are 

enjoying the benefits of that today.”

Stan Mantooth

James Cowan 1931-2019



Thank You
to the Ventura County Hall of Fame Board 

members and other volunteers who have helped 
throughout the year to make this very special night 

and event come together.

Special Thanks To

VENTURA COUNTY

HALL OF FAME
EDUCATORS’

Cesar Castillo
Branch Manager

Lic. #0M7115

“Helping you and your family write your own future!”



Museum Quality Framing

Professional Photography for Your Business

805-312-9116

60 Palm Drive
Camarillo, CA 93010
Gallery Hours   Mon - Sat 10am - 6pm

Photographer    Kyle Yates

805-389-9928
Printing & Framing

Sample Gallery URL  -  k y l e y a t e s . c o m
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Headshots
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“Let us think of education as the means of 
developing our greatest abilities.”

John F. Kennedy



What We Do:

How You Can Help:

As a 100% volunteer organization, Back the Badge U.S.A. needs your help recognizing and 

supporting our first responders. For every dollar donated, Back the Badge U.S.A. will 

implement 90 cents on the dollar to those areas identified by our heroes in blue.

Back the Badge U.S.A. has been organized to provide meaningful support to our communities’ first 
responders and their families as our expression of appreciation for their protection and service.

backthebadgeUSA.com
Address: 277 Novina Place, Camarillo, CA 93012 Phone: (805) 857-8824

1011

Tax ID #82-2570042

Back the Badge U.S.A. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to recognizing 

and assisting our communities’ first responders and their families.

Summary of Who We Are:

Mission Statement

• Provide scholarships to the dependents and families of first responders

• Establish financial and individual resources, locally and nationally, for first responders

• Assist with equipment and training needed

• Promote community involvement and interaction

• Recognition of community service and achievement

• Visit backthebadgeUSA.com

• Volunteer at our events

• Inform us of those individuals or groups in need of assistance


